Derby West Indian Community Association
Newsletter - March 2019
A FOND WELCOME TO YOU!
Welcome to our very first newsletter for 2019. It continues to be a very busy period
for us and for the community at the Centre, so we have a lot of exciting things to
inform you about!
To help us develop a range of events, activities and projects that will be of benefit
to people of all ages, we have recently employed additional members to our team:
William Farrell joins us as our Centre administrator and Jordann Rhule-Campbell is
our new project officer, for children and young people. Derby University intern,
Sharon Stevens, has also started with us - the new positions follow a successful bid
to Big Lottery to deliver three stronger together projects (STP)
The projects have been specially set up to focus on children and young people (CYP),
adults and elders. With them, we look forward to making even more of an impact
within the community!
Don’t forget – we want to hear from you! So, please let us know about any
community matters that could be of interest. You can contact us via telephone:
01332 371529, via email: info@dwica.co.uk or by visiting the Centre.
Hope you have an interesting and informative read!
Best wishes
Derby West Indian Community Association (DWICA)

Centre Address
Derby West Indian Community
Association
Carrington Street
Derby
DE1 2ND

Centre opening times
Monday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Tuesday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday - Centre closed
with the exception of
events
Sunday - Centre closed
with the exception of
events

Wednesday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
and 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Thursday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
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A round-up of key
achievements in 2018
DWICA hosted an "Across a Decades"
exhibition at Derby College Roundhouse
campus for young people, who were
educated about the contribution made by
the 1st Windrush generation that came to
Derby.
Derby Caribbean Carnival’s vibrant culture
was also highlighted, which included a live
performance.
DWICA troupe known as Cultural Roots
Carnival Troupes (CRCT) toured Nottingham,
Leicester, Northampton and Leeds
Caribbean Carnival. They took first place in
Leeds and Derby, then took second place in
Nottingham.

As we progress into 2019, we
encourage you to take part in the
following activities at the Centre:
Monday
Tai Chi - 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Zumba - 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Wednesday
One Love Coffee Morning 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Darts & Dominoes 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm
Thursday
Steel Pans - 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Friday
Structured Youth Activities 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

ITV weatherman Des Coleman broadcast a
feature on Windrush at DWICA. In
collaboration with Assemblies of the First
Born Church in London Road, he hosted the
Windrush celebration service and
refreshments were served after at the
Centre.
Working in partnership with Juniper
Training, we provided a work placement
scheme which was another success in 2018,
as the participant (Amal Hudson) did a piece
of art work reflecting 60 years of the
Windrush celebration for Derby Police
Headquarters in Ripley.
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Derby Caribbean Carnival
The carnival season is fast approaching and we have a very busy and exciting schedule
leading up to the big day - on Sunday July 21st!
As the most important date in our diary, we have a series of planned activities set up
ahead of the carnival to ensure smooth running and a vibrant, action-filled atmosphere.
Among other things, we have:
• A weekly carnival planning committee meeting
• Carnival costume workshops for troupe members
• Weekly urban dance rehearsals for troupe members
We want to THANK ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS who supported the carnival last year and in
years gone by - without you, we wouldn't have such successful events.
Look out for further carnival updates in our upcoming newsletters!...and don't forget to
come along to the annual EMCCAN Queen Show which Derby Caribbean Carnival is a part
of - it will take place on Saturday June 15th at 7pm at Derby Theatre.

* Derby Caribbean Carnival 2019 is to be held on Sunday 21st July 2019 at the Market
Place, which leads to Osmaston Park *
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Projects at the Centre
Stronger Together Project (STP)
Funded by the
Children and Young People
The STP increases youth activity in the community, reducing
the involvement of young people in crime and anti-social activities.
This will give young people the opportunity to gain the tools/skills needed to
enhance their CV’s with practical project delivery.
Adults
The STP provides adults with a voice in the community to ensure any issues can
collectively be brought to decision makers from the third, public and private
sector in order to influence policies or any changes that may affect this cohort.
Elders
Through the STP, we deliver weekly sessions to tackle and reduce isolation
within the community.
We also help improve physical health through regular exercise and community
activities, which will help improve social networks and friendships.

Healthy Active Lives

Through this project, opportunities are made available for participants to plan
activities of their own choice - whether social, cultural or educational events.
Such activities link to effective health and well-being benefits.
Signposting and networking opportunities with local care services/public health
providers are also enabled.
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Former DWICA summer school member is shooting his way to
great success

Simeon's favourite fruit - grapes, favourite drink - fruit smoothies
and favourite vegetable - sweetcorn
We are pleased to say that Simeon Perry, one of our former young summer school
attendees, is making a huge mark within the national basketball arena.
Sixteen year-old Simeon, who stands tall at six foot five inches, was the only young
person from the East Midlands to be selected onto the England U15's Basketball team
in 2018. This has led to a number of nationwide basketball coaches expressing an
interest in him joining their Basketball Academy - including those in Spain, as they
recognise his basketball skills and abilities.
We are not at all surprised by Simeon’s achievements, as whilst coming to the Centre,
his passion for sports in general and basketball in particular always shone through!
Furthermore, we are happy to learn that Simeon is passing on his knowledge and
experience of being a young regional and national basketball player within his Saint
Benedict secondary school during PE lessons through ‘peer support & learning.’
Underpinning Simeon's drive and focus are his parents (Liz and Egerton Perry), who
have gone the extra mile to support and encourage his dreams.
You can find out more about Simeon’s basketball accomplishments, by visiting
https://www.basketballengland.co.uk.
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WE HAVE A NEW YOUTH CLUB!
We are pleased to say that we now have a new youth club at the Centre,
namely our "Stronger Together Project Youth Club".
Aimed at young people aged between 8 and 16, it has been set up to provide
a range of fun, informative and educational activities that will engage
everyone who is involved.
The age-related activities will take place every Friday between 6pm and
8pm and include art and drama workshops, face painting and offsite
pursuits.
We welcome you to come along if you’re a young person or know of a young
person with a desire to take part in community activities, meet new people
and help shape future Centre developments.
So, please don't hesitate to get in touch with us to find out more!

EXCITING EVENTS TO LOOK OUT FOR AT THE CENTRE!

St Vincent and The Grenadines Annual General
Meeting - Sunday 7th April, 1pm - 6pm. People are
expected from across the UK.

Family Night - Saturday 20th April,
6.00pm - 11.00 pm. Contact DWICA
for more information.

An evening with award-winning poet, playwright
and broadcaster, Lemn Sissay - Saturday 13th
April, 7.30pm - 9.30pm.

An evening with African-Caribbean
actress Amantha Edmead - Saturday
28th April, 7.30pm - 9.30pm.

fb.com/DWICADerby

www.twitter.com/DWICADerby

www.dwica.co.uk
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