Derby West Indian Community Association
Newsletter - May 2019
A FOND WELCOME TO YOU!
Greetings and welcome to the May edition of our newsletter!
As always, we have been busy here at DWICA shaping and delivering
programmes, which are specially designed to benefit our Members, as well
as the wider community.
To help us add to our growing portfolio, we are pleased to announce that
Danielle Vassell joins our team as project officer for the elderly, enabling
us to provide a variety of activities tailored to our older demographic.
Her important role came about through The Community Fund that delivers
our Stronger Together Project. It will enable the roll out of activities such
as a legacy of the windrush documentary and an elders network in
partnership with Derby City Council.
Again, we have a lot of exciting and informative things to make you aware
of in this edition of the newsletter…so sit back, relax and enjoy your read!
...and don’t forget – we want to hear from you! So, please let us know
about any community matters that could be of interest. You can contact us
via telephone: 01332 371529, via email: info@dwica.co.uk or by visiting the
Centre.
Best Wishes from the Derby West Indian Community Association (DWICA)

Centre Address
Derby West Indian Community
Association
Carrington Street
Derby
DE1 2ND
Tel: 01332 371 529
Email: info@dwica.co.uk

Centre opening times
Monday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Tuesday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday - Centre closed
with the exception of
events
Sunday - Centre closed
with the exception of
events

Wednesday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
and 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Thursday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
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Black* artists on the move made
great moves at DWICA
The UK-wide organisation, which supports artists of African, Caribbean, Asian,
South American and non-European origin, recently showcased three first-class
performances at DWICA.
Award-winning top poet, Lemn Sissay came for a one night only in April
for an evening that invited the audience into the highs, lows and depths
of his life journey and included though-provoking conversation.
The acclaimed playwright and broadcaster certainly lit up the Centre,
with his captivating show and even treated attendees to one of his
unique and inspired poems.
A book signing of Lemn’s popular book “Gold from The Stone” followed
the event. Feedback from those who attended was wholly positive.

At the end of May, we were also privileged to host acclaimed actress and storyteller
Amantha Edmead, who among other things has featured in popular shows such as
Eastenders, Casualty and Doctors.
Attendees experienced a spellbinding performance that saw Amantha playing the part
of three prominent female characters in US history: two wives of Marcus Garvey (Mrs
Amy Jacques Garvey and Mrs Amy Ashwood Garvey), as well as Madam J Walker - an
African-American entrepreneur, philanthropist and a social political activist.
Using clever inspired spoken word, movement and song, the show left the audience on
the edge of their seats.

This week we were also treated to a high-impact mesmerising performance by
NIMBA - an innovative African dance, music and drumming company.
The audience had the unique opportunity to be part of a cultural extravaganza
like no other...which was followed by an interactive question and answer
session to promote education and understanding.
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OUR YOUTH CLUB IS STARTING TO MAKE WAVES WITH YOUNG PEOPLE!
We are pleased to report that our new “Stronger Together” Youth Club is steadily growing and making progress. In fact,
we are proud to say that we can already see the impact that it is having on the young people in attendance.
The Club, which is aimed at young people between 8 and 16, was set up to offer a variety of fun, informative and
educational activities to all those involved.
We asked Jordann Rhule-Campbell, our new project officer for children and young people, who is tasked with
coordinating and running the Club, to tell us more:
1- What is your personal approach to running and delivering the youth
club?
My approach is to guide and support young people in their social, personal and
educational development. It is important to build relationships, listen and get to
know the young people, which gives me a better insight into what they’re
interested in and their qualities- which can be developed throughout the youth
club sessions.
2- How do you think that things are going so far and does the youth
club appear to be meeting your/the Centre's expectations?
The youth club has currently been up and running for five weeks and I am
pleased with the progress that has been made in such a short period of time.
As it is still early days, we are working our way towards breaking expectations.
However, the overall development with the young people and youth club has
been significant since week one.
3- How many sessions have there been up to now and how well attended
have they been?
There have been six sessions so far, which have consisted of different
workshops and activities. These sessions have varied in numbers but over the
weeks significant progression has been made and we now have a consistent
group of 15 children and young people who attend weekly youth club sessions.
4- What activities/themes have taken place that young people could get
involved in?
Arts Awards (Bronze)
Drama Workshops
Music Workshops
Games such as table tennis, board games, PS4, Wii.
Off-Site activities such as Oxygen Jump
Debates
Leadership Skills

6What has the feedback been so far with
regards to the youth club and have there been
any particular highlights?
We have had positive feedback from the young
people who attend the youth club so far, which is
encouraging. We have been able to take their
suggestions in regards to what they would like at
a youth club and implement that into sessions, so
they can have a say on what activities and
workshops commence. Highlights for the young
people were our off-site trip to Oxygen Jump and
our music sessions.
7What is next for the youth club and do
you have any specific plans or ideas to
maintain momentum?
Yes!...there are some exciting things to look
forward to. For example, we are currently in the
process of arranging a trip to Parliament for the
young people, having external local organisations
come into youth club sessions to teach and talk to
the young people, leadership training, events
planning and much more!
My plans to maintain momentum is to continue to
let the young people lead on session planning, so
they are hands on with the process. It's also to
keep the high energy and support throughout the
sessions, which seems to work well for the young
people.

5- Have there been any opportunities for cross-over activities with the
youth club and other initiatives/programmes within the Centre?
Yes, there has been an opportunity for the youth club and CRCT (Carnival
Routes Carnival Troupe) to cross over and have costume making workshops
and dance practices running throughout this session. This has been a great
opportunity for the young people to meet new people and actively become
involved within the Centre.
As you can see, we have a lot more exciting things planned for the youth
club, so if you know of any person who may be interested in learning,
acquiring new skills and getting involved in our important organisation,
please do spread the word!

www.dwica.co.uk
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YOUNG PEOPLE GAIN INVALUABLE LOCAL INSIGHT INTO
POLICE AND CRIMINALITY
Some of our young people benefitted from a trip to the Police
Headquarters in Ripley last October.
Seven people aged between nine and nineteen got the
opportunity to visit the station alongside our staff members
Berimma Sankofa and Jordann Campbell-Rhule, which was
organised with local community support officer Malachi Lowe
who regularly attends our Stronger Together network meetings
for young people.
It was an informative and educational experience that enabled
attendees to see different aspects of the police sector. For
example, they learned about the set-up of the Ripley police
station, what life is in a police cell and the food that prisoners
eat, as well as having the chance to speak to a female head
detective!
We are pleased to say that we have a permanent memorial of
the day with a framed picture...featuring photographs and text,
to highlight the significant occasion. The “eye-pleasing
masterpiece” also features Amal Hudson’s (who was the first
person on our student work placement scheme) depiction of
Windrush with DWICA employees which can be seen at the Ripley
Station.

KEY INFORMATION ABOUT DERBY CARIBBEAN CARNIVAL
Starting point: Market Place city centre
Procession leaving Market Place: 1pm
Procession reaches Osmaston Park: 3.15pm
Costume Competition/Exhibition: 3.30pm
Stage Show – international, national and local artists: 5.15pm
Stage Show finish: 8.30pm
***Family Fun day at Osmaston Park: 1pm – 9pm***
There is a "mass workshop" at the Market Place from 10am – 1pm. During this time, the public have the opportunity
to witness and experience hundreds of carnival troupes from Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, Leeds, Preston and Luton
preparing their costumes for the street procession.
The public can take photographs of this mass workshop and ask questions to gain a greater understanding and
appreciation of the creative artwork that the troupes must do months prior to embarking on the procession.
On arrival at Osmaston Park, the carnival troupe procession will be met by thousands
of spectators that have waited to see the troupes enter into the park and perform
their competition dance routine.
In the park, all the trademark elements of a Caribbean carnival will be there for the
public to experience such as the world-famous Jerk Chicken, fried dumplings, patties
and other mouth-watering African Caribbean dishes - served by all the catering stalls.
The fun fair, Caribbean arts & crafts, promotional stalls alongside the beer tent and sound systems will also add to the
family fun day.

www.dwica.co.uk
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LIST OF CARIBBEAN INDEPENDENCE DATES
Country

Date of Independence

Previous Colony

Haiti

01 January 1804

France

Grenada

07 February 1974

United Kingdom

Saint Lucia

22 February 1979

United Kingdom

Dominican Republic

27 February 1844

Haiti

20 May 1902

Spain

Guyana

26 May 1966

United Kingdom

The Bahamas

10 July 1973

United Kingdom

Jamaica

6 August 1962

United Kingdom

Trinidad and Tobago

31 August 1962

United Kingdom

St Kitts & Nevis

19 September 1983

United Kingdom

St Vincent & the Grenadines

27 October 1979

United Kingdom

01 November 1981

United Kingdom

03 November 1978

United Kingdom

30 November 1966

United Kingdom

Cuba

Antigua & Barbuda

Dominica

Barbados
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EXCITING EVENTS TO LOOK OUT FOR AT THE CENTRE
AND BEYOND!

Windrush Compensation Conference - Thursday 30th
May, 6pm - 9pm at Derby West Indian Community
Association (DWICA).

Windrush Thanksgiving Service - Sunday 23rd
June, 6.30pm - 8pm. Assemblies of the First Born
Holy Trinity Church.

Regional Carnival Costume Competition
Aka EMCAAN King and Queen Show Saturday 15th June, 7pm. Derby
Theatre.
Contact DWICA to obtain tickets.

DWICA Youth Conference: Striving for
Success - Saturday 6th July, 12pm 4pm at Derby West Indian Community
Association (DWICA).

Fun Day in the Park organised by Derby & St Vincent and The
Grenadines Association- Saturday 6th July, 1pm onwards. Alvaston
Park.

The Jamaican High Commissioner is expected to be in Derby in
September. Look out for further updates!...

fb.com/DWICADerby

www.twitter.com/DWICADerby

www.dwica.co.uk
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