Derby West Indian Community Association
Newsletter - October 2019 Edition
WELCOME BACK!
Greetings and welcome to the November edition of our newsletter!! The spring and
summer months are annually a busy period for us, this year was no change. DWICA is
now in its 64th year of delivering community projects and activities designed to benefit
our Members, as well as the wider community.
In July Ebony Brooks, one of our newsletter editing team, secured employment and is now
enjoying her new role. The Derby West Indian Community Association wishes to thank
Ebony for her time, commitment to share her knowledge and expertise, especially in the
production of the newsletter.
This edition will highlight some of the activities we have undertaken so sit back, relax and
enjoy your read! Quick reminder - please let us know about any community matters that
could be of interest.
You can contact us via telephone:01332 371529, via our website www.dwica.co.uk,
via email: info@dwica.co.uk or by visiting the Centre.

Centre Address
Derby West Indian Community
Association
Carrington Street
Derby
DE1 2ND
Tel: 01332 371 529
Email: info@dwica.co.uk

Centre opening times
Monday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Tuesday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday - Centre closed
with the exception of
events
Sunday - Centre closed
with the exception of
events

Wednesday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
and 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Thursday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
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DERBY CARIBBEAN CARNIVAL 21ST JULY 2019

This year we enjoyed another warm summer's day with temperatures recorded
between 22-23 degree celsius. This brought out large crowd numbers from 10.00am
at the market place. The numbers grew and reached its peak by 1.00pm when the
carnival procession started and the route was lined with more people.
Over 400 troupes members took part travelling from Nottingham, Leicester, Leeds,
Preston, Luton and London arriving on Osmaston Park at approximately 3.30pm. The
procession was well received and the dance off competition took place with Derby
troupe (Cultural Roots Carnival Troupe – CRCT) winning the Best troupe
performance.With thousands of people on the park there were activities for all family
members. With the UK lovers rock showcase, the support act for the international
Artist Bushman the day was considered a success by all.

Derby Caribbean Carnival King - Niaz Stephenson

Derby Caribbean Carnival Queen - Elaine Yorke

Carnival troupes performing in Derby City Centre

www.dwica.co.uk
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YOUNG PEOPLE EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

STP Youth Club
The Stronger Together Project Youth Club is aimed at young
people between 8 and 16 years old, where they have the
opportunity to get involved with informative, educational and
fun activities each week to help keep them engaged and
active within the centre. Since starting in April we have had
19 youth club sessions which have consisted of a variety of
workshops such as Dance, Sports, Arts, off-site activities
and speakers. We are always looking at new ways to engage
young people and get them actively involved.
The young people have the opportunity to express their
views and opinions on local and social matters to members
of the public sector and council, where they can be brought
to VIA (Voices in Action) and other local meetings. The
young people also have the opportunity to take part in The
Arts Awards (Bronze) which inspires young people to grow
their arts and leadership talents. We look forward to seeing
the further progression of youth club for 2020 and the
opportunities which will arise for the young people.
As of Thursday 7th November Youth Club will commence
Thursday 7th November 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm with the fee of
£2:00

Youth Conference

In July 2019 the Youth Conference made a return with the theme
‘Striving Towards Success’ which had a great response from the
young people and wider members of the community. The
purpose of this event was to inspire/encourage young people
within the Derby community and show the number of
opportunities young black people have in Derby.
This was a great event for people to network with local
businesses. We had a variety of young speakers from different
industries such as an actor/producer, a hairdresser, a fitness
instructor, a boxer, a dancer, a representative from the Jamaican
Diaspora plus much more. We also had a performance from our
local Derby Caribbean Carnival troupe CRCT, who took the
stage by storm. Following the success of this year’s event, we
are proud to announce we will be hosting
another youth conference July 2020!

www.dwica.co.uk
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SUMMER SCHEME AUGUST 5TH - 30TH 2019
Our annual Summer School was a success this year with
44 young people registering aged between 8 – 15 yrs.
The four-week programme was filled with workshops,
activities (on-site and off-site), debates and games which
created an enjoyable yet educational environment for the
young people. Week one consisted of the group getting
to know one another with the ‘All about me’ forms, sports,
dance, games and discussing the possibility of off-site
activities the young people would like to attend over the
four-weeks. By week two the young people had started to
build strong friendships and put their team work,
leadership and research skills to the test.
This was a way for the young people to actively be
involved in the planning process and have the
opportunity to put forward their ideas of trips and on site
activities. For week three the group took on the challenge
of a 22-mile bike ride at Tissington, which was not only a
physical but also a mental challenge which the group
completed with ease.
There was also the opportunity for the group to take part
in baking and designing cupcakes which were delicious!
Week four was the big trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach,
this was a lovely way for the group to end the four weeks
summer school programme and celebrate their hard work
and efforts over the holidays. Next year will be another
educational yet fun four-week programme for the young
people to get involved in.
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JAMAICAN HIGH COMMISSIONER'S VISIT TO DERBY
The Jamaican High Commissioner, His Excellency Seth George Ramocan CD, and his party
(Elaine Williams, Jam Pro, Vivienne Siva - Community Relations Office) visited Derby on
Wednesday 11th September 2019.
It all started at 10.00am with Derby City Council Mayor welcoming Jamaican High
Commissioner (JA-HC) and the raising of the Jamaica flag (dignitary protocol) at Sir Peter
Hilton Memorial Gardens (the green space opposite the council house). The JA HC team
then visited St Benedict School and had a light buffet lunch. In the afternoon they visited
Award-winning Embrace U Consultancy offices and met the CEO Melanie Waldron.
The road trip continued up to Derbyshire Police Constabulary HQ in Ripley with a meeting
with Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner – Hardyal Dhindsa and Chief Constable –
Peter Goodman. The day concluded with an evening gathering with JA HC attended by over
80 people (DWICA members and non-members). The JA HC gave an up to date presentation
of the political, social and economic status of the country followed by a Q & A session. With
the exchange of gifts to and from DWICA, this occasion was another landmark in the history
books of DWICA.

(Left) Mr. Kevin Gritton (St Benedict Headteacher.
(Centre) Jamaican High Commissioner His Excellency
Seth George Ramocan CD
(Front) DWICA Chairman Mr George Mighty MBE

The Mayor of Derby Councillor Frank Harwood & DWICA
Chairman George Mighty MBE handshake overlooking
Jamaica High Commissioner His Excellency
Seth George Ramocan CD

Left to right Mr G Mighty MBE DWICA Chairman, Nezrine Hudson
DWICA Activities Co-ordinator, Jamaica High Commissioner,
Angella Mighty MBE DWICA Secretary, Mable Slater DWICA
Treasurer, Back row Berimma Sankofa
DWICA STP Project Manager

An evening gathering invited guest listening keenly to
the presentation from the Jamaican High Commissioner.
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ELDERS CONFERENCE
On Wednesday the 9th of October 2019. DWICA held its first Elders Conference as part of the
Stronger Together Project Network.
30 people attended including three staff members, and chaired by Mr Milton Crosdale OBE. The
theme of the Conference was ‘Strive for Health.’ Our guest speakers were Jack Bell Derby County
Community Trust – Healthy Lives who engaged all delegates to participate in a 15 minutes’
exercise session using just a chair. This was enjoyed by the delegates, and we are now in
discussions with Jack and his team to do a free health exercise sessions for the elder’s cohort on a
Wednesday.
Dr Desmond Jaddoo – Chair of Windrush Movement UK - On his second visit to DWICA who
gave a passionate reminder of the impact the Windrush scandal has had on the Windrush
generation and their families as well as their health and well-being, and the available support now
in place to help those affected. Contact Reverend Dr. Desmond Jaddoo 07946374577
desjaddoo@hotmail.co.uk or the wmuk@yahoo.com
After the lunch break in which all present had a hot meal and thanked the chef (Miss May),
Dr Kevin Brown – Chair Jamaican Diaspora UK gave a detailed account of Jamaica’s national
health service in particular what to expect when visiting a hospital and the cost for any health care
or medication. Members were informed of possible solutions. The delegates welcomed the
opportunity to hear current factual information first hand.
Karen Middleton – Lifestyle and Adept Care Homes Dementia Workshop gave the last
presentation of the day, in which delegates were invited to interact with one another, by discussing
the causes and effect of Dementia. In addition, challenged to draw from memory what is on a
penny coin. This exercise gave delegates an example of how it feels to have dementia, (knowing
what it (the coin) is but not remembering. Everyone found this workshop to be informative which is
best captured on conference evaluation form ‘A Real Eye Opener”. Finally a big thanks to all those
the Guest speakers STP Elders Network Chairman, the chef, DWICA staff team and volunteers
who helped in preparation ahead of the conference and of course thank to all those attended.
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News Just In.....

We are pleased to announce and celebrate the fact that our STP Project Officer for children
and young people Miss. Jordann Rhule-Campbell won The Association of Jamaican
Nationals UK be inspired youth award on Saturday 12th October at Aston Villa football club.
There were four final nominees on the night from Southampton, Birmingham, Nottingham
and Derby. Jordann’s response to the award was: “I feel honoured to have won The Be
Inspired Youth Award 2019. It is a privilege to know the work I am doing has a positive
impact on the youths and has received acknowledgement and support from members of the
wider community”.
Since joining DWICA STP project, Jordann has generated a positive energy with the young
people always willing to help, support and encourage positive action amongst young people.
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PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE EVENTS TO LOOK OUT FOR AT THE
CENTRE AND BEYOND!
The table below highlights some of DWICA's
activities and milestones

MAY

Windrush Compensation Conference

JUNE
DWICA troupe (CRCT) tour - Northampton
15th Hosted EMCCAN Regional Carnival
competition at Derby Playhouse
16th Windrush Church Service & Dinner

JULY
Carnival volunteering training (chapter 8)
Derby Caribbean carnival
DWICA Youth Conference
Hosted various meetings such as Neighbourhood
board meeting, 60 plus and Disability Network

AUGUST
DWICA Summer School
Darts home match against West Bromwich
3rd CRCT tour - Leciester Carnival
18th CRCT tour - Nottingham Carnival
26th CRCT tour - Leeds Carnival

SEPTEMBER
11th Jamaican High Commissioner Visit
Hosted Derbyshire Police mentoring event

OCTOBER
Hosted Elders Conference

DECEMBER
Upcoming event - Derby West Indian Community Association
Christmas Dinner - Saturday 7th December 2019 at 7:00 pm
followed by dance at 10pm till late at DWICA.
It should be noted that the centre continued to be booked
for private functions during this time and continues to
offer value for money regarding booking hire.

fb.com/DWICADerby

www.twitter.com/DWICADerby

www.dwica.co.uk
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